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Attorney says judge’s decision in dog bite case set

precedent for victims
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Dog Bite Precedent
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WPMT FOX43
A jury will soon decide if a York County woman can collect punitive damage from the owner of ePl ML) OO e Lan e 0Tl
three dogs that attacked her. The attorney for the victim said the judge in the case has set a
precedent for dog bite victims

WPMT FOX43

Civil case Upshift Summer Bash for Christopher
Back in November 2012 a Fed-Ex delivery driver from York County was delivering a package to :‘~'r'|ﬂ1”ﬁft'?:_jﬂh!i[gf;,ﬁf';;‘ng” M Tl BV TG
a home in Dauphin County. While walking in the driveway of the home, three boxers started -
acting aggressively, according to court documents. She held out the package which fell to the
ground. She hoped it would distract the dogs as she tried to walk away. According to records WPMT FOX43
that did not work, and the attack continued until the owner of the dogs came outside and Weekend forecast not looking too bad. While
: there is a stray shower or storm chance

siopped the attack. there will be plenty of dry hours

hitp:/t. co/GEXwWrENZD w32 mins

‘Had she seen an orchard on his property and gone over to pick some apples well then it's a
different story.” said the victim's attorney, Thomas Newell. He said the law is on her side and
the dogs should have been restrained "TI"IE' law is clear on this. In areas on your property that
are open to the public, which a driveway clearly is, and in this case the man had ordered
something through the fl.:'ljt'ral pl’l.:“.:'-1 ‘.:1l:| he was expeciing the delivery,” said Newell ADVERTISEMENT

MNewell said the judge has t’rw-cl precedents in the case by allowing him to use as evidence, a

prior act, and one that r'ld[_l[_ll.:!r'lE!l.'_i after the attack, in which the dogs were aggressive to other

Fed-Ex workers, but did not actually attack them. "It allows me to say to the public, if you own a

dog. and your dog starts pursuing people, you are now put on notice that we have the right fo ﬂzendesk
come after you, and to hold you accountable. Even if the victim in the prior incident is not
injured,” said Newell.

il The new face of
Bigger issue .
Newell said the broader issue is how dog attacks are affecting taxpayers. He said a majority of ' customer service

e
dog bite victims that h sees are children, who often are on CHIP, or government-funded
insurance. Often times, Newell said, the owner of the dog does not have insurance to cover the
injuries, so the burden falls on taxpayers. “If you want to freedom to own a dog, which we all
love. then with that comes an immense re spnmlhllm to act responsibility,” said Newell.

In their nature

Melissa Smith with the SPCA said she was surprised to read about the case because itisin a
dog's nature to protect their home. But, she said she also understands how things can rm
wrong. She recommends that dog owners be aware and kKeep their pets restrained. "As a
homeowner, and a dog owner, | would say don't put your dogs in that situation where things can
happen,” said Smith.
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